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that the content of the handbook is based on his personal 
experience in the field and candidly offers no apology for 
the lack of academic rigor. Not surprisingly, there is little 
data throughout the text, and much of the information 
presented as factual really represents he author's bias and 
opinions. More discussion and references regarding debat- 
able issues would have improved this manual. Neverthe- 
less, there is a great deal of common sense and practical 
advice in this text that would be useful for those who are 
taking a first glance into the field of dialysis access. This 
handbook is very brief and can be read in a few hours. The 
chapters are well organized and cover the entire process 
involved in the care of patients who require access for 
dialysis. The chapters, although short, convey the essential 
information well. The style is colloquial and easy to under- 
stand, appropriate for material presented at a basic level. 
The terminology used in the text is not exactly rigorous. 
Such is the case of the term "gelatinoma," used in refer- 
ence to the accumulation of plasma proteins around a 
prosthetic graft. 
The technical aspects of access surgery are easy to 
understand and nicely illustrated but treated too superfi- 
cially tO be of significant help to those seeking uidance in 
surgical technique. Secondary dialysis access is briefly cov- 
ered. There is a chapter dedicated to transcriptions of 
operative reports, which I find curious. Those who need to 
read how to dictate an operative note on dialysis access 
probably should not be doing it! 
This text is appropriate for those with little knowledge 
on the topic, and who need a primer on the basic principles 
of dialysis access. Senior surgical residents and surgeons 
will be disappointed. This book is excellent for medical 
students, nurses, junior residents, or anyone looking for a 
concise overview on dialysis access. Those seeking mean- 
ingful data or technical advice should look elsewhere. 
Enriqne Criado, MD 
University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, N.C. 
Modern management of renovascular hypertension 
and renal salvage 
Keith Calligaro, Matthew Dougherty, and Richard 
Dean; Baltimore; 1996; Williams & Wilkins; 313 
pages. 
This concisely well-written book contains 294 pages 
excluding the index. This book is divided into three parts 
with 18 chapters. In this short format, the editors manage 
to discuss the state of the art of renal vascular hypertension. 
The first section of the book, entitled "Pathophysiolo- 
gy and diagnosis of renal artery disease," begins with chap- 
ters on pathophysiology and natural history f renal artery 
disease, followed by a discussion of the diagnosis of renal 
vascular hypertension with specific hapters on ultrasound, 
arteriography, and magnetic resonance imaging. These 
three chapters on diagnosis of renal vascular hypertension 
succinctly summarize current hinking in this area. 
The second section of the book is entitled "Indications 
for renal artery revascularization for renal vascular hyper- 
tension and renal salvage." This section is authored by 
physicians who are at the forefront of treatment of renal 
vascular hypertension. The strength in this section lies not 
only in its surgical-based chapters, but also in its use of 
leaders from other fields. The chapters written by Drs. 
Martin, Sos, and Trost are well-written and informative. 
They serve to balance what could have been a section based 
only on surgical principles. In sharp contrast is a chapter 
included in this section written by a leading urologist that 
is quite superficial and lacks any new information. 
The final section of this book is entitled "Surgical 
technique for renal vascular hypertension and renal sal- 
vage." Many of these five chapters are summaries of recent 
articles written by the authors. This serves as a good review 
despite the lack of new information. Most practicing vas- 
cular surgeons perform few renal artery procedures. For 
that reason, the reviews published in these last five chapters 
will serve the practicing vascular surgeon well. 
Overall, I found this book well-edited and easy to read. 
The purpose of this book is to provide a comprehensive 
reiew of current knowledge concerning renal vascular dis- 
ease. I believe the authors have achieved their goal. The 
editors tate in the preface that the most-respected author- 
ities in the field have contributed to this book. I believe 
they are correct. I recommend this book to the practicing 
vascular surgeon, not only to update his knowledge as to 
the current state of the art, but also to serve as a reference 
and review for the different techniques of renal revascular- 
ization. 
Samuel R. Money, MD 
Ochsner Clinic 
New Orleans, La. 
Surgery for cerebrovascular disease, 2nd edition 
Wesley Moore; Philadelphia; 1996; W. B. Saunders; 
713 pages; $210. 
The second edition of Surgery for Cerebrovascular Dis- 
ease consolidates the justifiably high reputation of the pre- 
vious edition. New contributors from different disciplines 
have added extra chapters, including some not usually 
found in surgical texts. Risk factor modification, natural 
history, and medical management are notable xamples. A 
consensus statement from the American Heart Association 
advises how asymptomatic carotid stenosis hould be man- 
aged. Representatives of other authoritative bodies include 
data from the North American and European trials, the 
Rand Corporation, and similar institutions. The material 
covered ranges from epidemiology including financial 
modeling, through the pathology and pathophysiology of 
different lesions, to modern diagnosis and management 
algorithms. 
Topics of special interest o surgeons are discussed in 
considerable depth, with chapters on the techniques of 
arteriotomy closure, the use of shunting, and intraopera- 
rive assessment of the completeness of carotid endarterec- 
